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Provost Emslie
is in the running
for same position
at U. of Alabama
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Gordon Emslie, WKU’s provost and vice
president of Academic Affairs, is a finalist
for the provost position at the University of
Alabama.
While Emslie did not wish to comment
at this time, President Gary Ransdell said
Emslie recently told him about the opportunity, when he learned he had been invited to meet with them.
“He told me about
it as soon as he knew
about it,” he said.
Emslie worked at the
University of Alabama
in Huntsville previously, and Ransdell said he
had a strong reputation
there.
The University of
Alabama’s
previous
GORDON EMSLIE
provost,
Judy
Bonner,
Provost
SEE EMSLIE PAGE 3

Six-year building
wish list calls for
75 projects costing
more than $673 M
JACKSON FRENCH

Owensboro sophomore Cody Clark of Farmhouse races to the finish line to win the sack race at Up 'til Dawn on Friday.
The event took place at the Preston Center and was held to raise money for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

UP ALL

ANNA ANDERSON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

NIGHT
Students stay ʻUp 'til Dawn‛
for children with cancer

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Board of Regents has been working
to compile a six-year capital plan that was
approved at the Board of Regents committee meeting on March 29.
President Gary Ransdell said the plan will
next go to the full board meeting for approval on April 26, then be submitted to
Frankfort.
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design and Construction, said the six-year
capital plan is a requirement for all universities in Kentucky.
“We’re required every two years to submit
a six-year capital plan, which is typically a
list of projects,” he said.
Russell said the university is required to
put any potential project for the next six
years that would cost more than $600,000
on the capital plan.
The current rough draft of this year’s
capital plan includes 75 projects, which
would cost an estimated grand total of
SEE REGENTS PAGE 3

Owensboro freshman Lindsey Cash of Kappa Delta plays around on bicycles before
the start of Up 'til Dawn at the Preston Center on Friday. The event was held to raise
money for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

Instead of enjoying the first warm
evening of the semester, almost
300 WKU students spent the
whole night inside the Preston Center in support of St.
Jude Children’s Hospital.
ʻUp 'til Dawn,‛ a lock-in celebration, was held Friday
for students who raised
money for the pediatric
center in Memphis, Tenn.
The 22 member executive
board of Up 'til Dawn were
busy planning since the fall
semester.
In the opening announcements of the event, St. Jude’s Event
Marketing Representative Amy Ketchum said it takes $1.8 million to run
the organization, and 75 percent of
that amount comes from fundraising.
Ketchum said that WKU is always
in the top five schools that raise the
most money for St. Jude through
events like Up ’til Dawn.
“There’s a need and a want to do
something bigger than yourself,” said
sponsor Mindy Johnson. “This gives
students an opportunity to do that.”
Johnson, the assistant director of
Student Activities, said she has been
sponsoring Up ’til Dawn for the past
six years.
Last year, Johnson said they raised
$87,000.
Each year, that total comes from
letter-writing sessions and other fundraisers.
Last fall, WKU students wrote to ask
their family and friends for money to
SEE NIGHT PAGE 3
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
moved into the presidency, Ransdell
said.
Cathy Andreen, director of media relations at the University of Alabama,
said they have an interim provost, Joe
Benson, who is also the vice president
for research.
According to Alabama’s Channel 13
news site, Emslie is one of four candidates and will be going to the University
of Alabama on April 23 for an on-campus interview. The other candidates are
Dave Francko, who is currently the associate provost and dean of the graduate school at the University of Alabama,
Pam Whitten and Kimberly Espy.
Andreen said she is not privy to how
the search committee will make their
decision.

REGENTS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
$673,900,000.
When people see that, Russell said
they think WKU’s got $600 million
worth of projects they’re going to do.
“That’s not what the six-year capital plan is,” he said. “The capital plan
is the needs of the university that we
are asking for the state to help fund.
“They’re not all projects that are
going to get done.”
Faculty Regent Patricia Minter said
every potential project the university
might undertake in the next six years
is on the list, in order of priority.
“It’s a plan, but it’s also a wish list,”
she said. “Any project ever in the next
six years that the university would
like to work on has to be on that list.”
Minter said it’s not a hard and fast
list.
“The priorities can change, but at
this moment, if money were avail-

“

“

It's been our
number one
project for at
least a couple
of years

— Patricia Minter
Faculty Regent

“An announcement went out to our
faculty and staff because each candidate will do a brief presentation that’s
open to faculty, staff and students to
come and listen to it if they’d like,” she
said.
She doesn’t believe there is a set date
to announce the new provost, but the
last candidate will speak at the university on April 30.
“I really don’t know the timetable after that,” she said.
Ransdell said the University of Alabama invited Emslie to interview for
the job and Emslie agreed to move forward.
Ransdell said he wasn’t surprised to
learn of their interest in Emslie for the
position, and he would be more surprised if he hadn’t been asked after
working in Alabama’s system previously.
Ransdell and Emslie have discussed
the opportunity a few times, and Rans-

able, this is what we would do in this
order,” she said.
Ransdell said if WKU ends up
wanting to do a project not included
on the list, it can be difficult to get
approved.
“The only way you can do a project that’s not on that list is to seek
specific General Assembly approval
for that individual project, which is
a cumbersome, sometimes difficult
thing to do,” Ransdell said.
Two items, a new parking structure and an expansion to the Preston
Center, are toward the bottom of the
list, even though Ransdell said they
are the two things he hears most that
students want.
“I would not read anything into the
fact that it’s so far down on the list,”
he said. “Sometimes, the means happen to where something far down
on the list gets done before things
ranked way ahead of it, just because
you have the opportunity to do it.”
He said the reason those two projects are toward the bottom is they
will require agency bonds, which the
university has to pay for itself, so they
would likely require student fees.
“That’s somewhere down the road
before we would propose such a
thing,” Ransdell said.
Russell said renovating the Thompson Complex, projected to cost $48
million, is the school’s top priority,
and Minter reiterated that.
“It’s been our number one project
for at least a couple of years,” Minter
said.

dell said he asked Emslie questions
about the process.
“He’ll go and he’ll listen and if it moves
along and he’s the preferred candidate,
I’m sure we’ll talk about it again,” he
said. “Good opportunities come along
to good people who are doing a good
job, and no one should be surprised
that Gordon Emslie would be an attractive target for other institutions. Now,
whether he’ll choose to do it if offered
remains to be seen. We’ll just see how
it plays out.”
Emslie has been WKU’s provost since
July 1, 2010. Between his current position and previously working for the
University of Alabama in Huntsville,
Emslie worked at Oklahoma State University.
“He’s just one of a group of individuals that they would like to talk with,”
Ransdell said.
Ransdell does not know when Emslie
will hear back about the job, and said

Russell said the school is asking
the state to help fund the project because it is an academic facility.
“Dr. Ransdell has consistently said
academic buildings should be paid
for by the Commonwealth of Kentucky,” he said.
Russell said the last WKU project
the state funded was Gary Ransdell
Hall.
He said other important projects
on the capital plan include an infrastructure budget for electric lines
and steam lines, which the capital
plan predicts will cost $30 million,
and constructing a new building for
the Gordon Ford College of Business
and renovating Grise Hall, which is
expected to cost $70,200,000.
Russell said the projects in the capital plan are being submitted to the
state for authorization, but the state’s
approval of a project does not necessarily mean the school will be able to
go through with it.
“It doesn’t mean there’s a project,”
Russell said. “They’re giving us permission to do that project if funds are
found or are made available.”
Russell said the process of reviewing WKU’s capital plan will not conclude until October or November.
There are no guarantees of the state
helping to fund any of the projects.
Minter reiterated that uncertainty.
“We don’t know when the assembly will fund anything again, but we
certainly look forward to the restoration of funding for capital projects,”
Minter said.

Crime reports
Reports
• Freshman Sarah G. Garner, Pearce Ford Tower, reported being pushed and
having her cell phone stolen by her ex-boyfriend on
April 8.
• Sophomore Jacob
Sampson, Northeast Hall,
reported items stolen from
his vehicle while parked
in Parking Structure 1 on

April 6. The estimated
value of the stolen items is
$380.
• Bowling Green sophomore Jack Weeks reported
his wiring harness of his
jeep was cut on April 5.
The damage is estimated
at $700.
Arrests
• Police arrested Bowling

Green junior Micah Ruth
for failure to wear a seatbelt and DUI on April 7.
• Police arrested Bowling
Green junior William Ardrey for alcohol intoxication on April 7.
• Police arrested Bowling
Green sophomore Charles
Quick for alcohol intoxication on April 7.
• Police arrested Lou-

isville junior Matthew J.
Webb for alcohol intoxication in a public place on
April 6.
• Police arrested Houston senior Kene Anyigbo
for failure to illuminate
headlights, possession
of marijuana and tampering with physical evidence on April 6.

/

“

3

“

EMSLIE
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we'll just
see how it
plays out.
— Gary Ransdell
WKU President

Emslie most likely doesn’t either, since
it’s something the search committee
probably doesn’t even know yet.
“It is what it is,” Ransdell said. “It’s not
anything that I’m concerned about. I
wouldn’t be surprised if offered, if he
turned it down, and I wouldn’t be surprised if offered, and he took it. And I
certainly wouldn’t be surprised if he
were the preferred candidate, again,
given his stellar record as a scholar and
administrator in that system.”

NIGHT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

give to St. Jude. Letters were sent out again
in the spring. The executive board, led by
23-year-old Jessica Mattingly, coordinates
all of these events.
Mattingly, the senior corporate and organizational communications major from
Evansville, said she has been on the board
for three years, but her last year as the executive director has been the hardest.
“Having to coordinate all of that — to think
big picture and small picture all at the same
time — was definitely a challenge,” she said.
Ashley Hutsell, a 20-year-old elementary
education major from Brentwood, Tenn., on
the public relations committee within the
executive board, said the board’s visit to St.
Jude inspired her.
“We all know what we were raising money
for, but it’s different to actually see it,” she
said.
On Friday night, the attendants of Up ’til
Dawn also got to see those directly affected
by St. Jude’s services.
Jill Dixon, accompanied by her daughter
Kadie, was among those who spoke during
the opening remarks.
When Kadie was 4 years old, Jill said she
was diagnosed with a brain tumor. After getting a negative prognosis from doctors, Jill
took her daughter to St. Jude.
During the months of Kadie’s treatment,
Jill said she had to take unpaid time off work.
Without St. Jude, she said, paying the bills
would have been difficult.
“It’s very stressful,” Jill said. “But, at the
time you don’t think about it because your
child has cancer. You don’t think about how
you’re going to pay until you get the bills —
and they don’t charge anything.”
Jill said Kadie still gets yearly check-ups
with St. Jude, and she will continue to do so
until she is college-aged.
After introductions were said, the attendants played against each other in games
like dizzy bat, tricycle racing and sack racing.
Bands and magicians were also booked for
the wee hours of the morning.
At the end of the event, the current total of
money raised was revealed. Mattingly said
the participants had raised $49,000 — for
now.
The last batch of letters written this spring
hasn’t been sent, and Mattingly said she
thinks that number could easily double.

Printed every
Tuesday and Friday
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

hangin’ on
Winter break isn’t to blame for low retention rates
THE ISSUE: As an option to retain more
students between the fall and spring
semesters, the administration is considering shortening winter break.
OUR STANCE: Poor retention is an issue
that runs deeper than a lengthy winter
break, so cutting the break short may
have more negative than positive consequences.

L

ast Friday, Brian Meredith, vice
president for Enrollment Management, announced at the Board of Regents Committee Meeting that from
spring 2012 to spring 2013 there are 434
fewer students enrolled at WKU, 291 of
those full-time.
This is just one sample from a threeyear trend of decreasing enrollment
numbers. President Gary Ransdell and
the administration are currently mulling over options to solve this problem.
One option they have presented is
shortening winter break.
We at the Herald realize this is just
a potential solution, but it’s a potential solution that probably won’t yield
much — if any — significant return.
WKU has already tried to entice students to stay with the leading American university by offering more than
270 winter term classes over half of the
break. Completing additional courses
over winter break offers a lighter load
in the spring for students, a chance
to catch up after scheduling issues or
changes in major caused setbacks, and
the opportunity to graduate early if stu-

dents plan it right.
But students have heard all this before. The benefits of winter term don’t
seem to be reeling them in, because in
last Tuesday’s paper, Ransdell said only
10 percent of the student population
takes advantage of winter term.
But the option to cut winter break
short also has the flawed logic that it
is the length of the break that is causing students to drop out. While it is
true that students sometimes seek jobs
to fill the nearly six-week time frame,
even more students look for jobs during the three-and-a-half-month summer break.
If we apply the same logic to shortening winter break as we do to summer
break, why not cut the summer break
to a mere few weeks if the break is what
is causing retention issues? If the idea
is that students are going to take flight
from WKU at the sight of a six-week hiatus, they’re certainly more apt to leave
after almost four months. Right?
So why not just have the kids work on
through the whole year?
Clearly, going to school year-round is
not possible for everyone, and the latter was a hyperbolic statement. However, the exaggeration serves to point
out that retention is a deeper problem
than simply a long break around the
holiday season.
Although Meredith’s report measured
from one spring to the next, Ransdell
himself said last week that the “fall to
fall is the really critical number.”
The fall is even the basis for budget-

PEOPLE
POLL
“Do you support a
shortened winter
break?”

“Yes, because I just feel
like when I get back
from winter break I
have to readjust to
campus life. I feel like
I’m home too long.”
—Tyria Martin,
Lexington freshman
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ary planning this year. To avoid another budget shortfall — like this year’s
$880,000 — the administration is now
budgeting according to the fall 2011
enrollment, which, at 21,048, is 76 students lower than fall 2012.
If the fall is so crucial, why the focus
on winter break?
Again, the Herald understands that
nothing is set in stone as far as how
long winter break will be in future years
and that this is just one option the administration is considering. Still, if you
can’t keep college kids enrolled or even
participating in a term that will get

“Yes, because I just
don’t like being at
home. The fact that I
have to go back — I’m
just not a fan of living
under my parent’s
roof.”
—Darian Moss,
Louisville freshman

CONTACT US
Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

them out of here sooner, what can you
do? Ultimately, if they decide graduating sooner isn’t as quick as dropping
out, they’ll choose to drop out.
And every graduation at the end of
every semester reminds us that an end
is an end, no matter when it is.
One thing is certain: We can all agree
that decreasing enrollment is unsatisfactory, even if we can’t agree on how
to fix it.

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member
editorial board.

“No, I’ve been planning
on using the winter
term in the future to
stay on track with my
schedule.”
—Abbie Leofsky,
Franklin, Tenn., freshman

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and

“No, I think the winter
term is fine how it is. I
love spending time with
my family. Having two
months away gives time
to relax from the stresses
of school.”
—Lydia Suh,
Bowling Green freshman

commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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T a k eF oAr G oBo drn ees saSka k e !
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

HELP WANTED
Cash Connection
Part-time, about 10 hours per week. Flexible,
must have working knowledge of computers and
social media.
Call (270) 792-9497

FOR RENT
Small cottage for rent
Living room, bedroom, combination kitchen, 1
bath. 8 blocks from WKU. $335/mo plus deposit
and some utilities.
796-7949
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Friday's Crossword Solution

Across
1 Soccer officials
5 "You __ dead!":
"I'm telling mom!"
10 Location
14 Berry in
healthy smoothies
15 "No way!"
16 Jazz classic
"Take __ Train"
17 Lost color in
one's cheeks
19 Greasy spoon grub
20 Hit hard
21 Like blue hair
22 "Faust" dramatist
24 Fred's dancing sister
26 Bartender's twist
28 Beer to drink on
Cinco de Mayo
30 Four quarters
31 Tax agcy.
32 Archaic "once"
33 Talk show pioneer
Jack
36 Residential bldg.
units
38 Stack of
unsolicited manuscripts
41 Bush secretary of
labor Elaine
43 Madeline of
"Blazing Saddles"
44 Emails the wrong
person, say
48 U.S./Canada's __
Canals
49 Sunrise direction,
in Köln
51 Buyer's "beware"
53 Tribal carving
57 Go
58 City on the Rio
Grande
59 Feed the kitty
61 "Cool" monetary amt.
62 Even-handed
63 It may be filled with
a garden hose
66 Helsinki resident
67 Actress Burstyn
68 Hip-swiveling dance
69 Vexes
70 Extremely poor
71 Ruin Bond's martini

wkuherald.com

Down
1 Daily grind
2 Besides Chile, the
only South American
country that doesn't
border Brazil
3 __ market
4 Break a
Commandment
5 "Toy Story" boy
6 Fend off
7 Dance around
8 Somme salt
9 Where Nike
headquarters is
10 Considerable, as
discounts
11 Terse critical
appraisal
12 Ties to a post, as a
horse

@kakin1458
It̓s taken me 4 years of college, but I think my #WKU
apparel finally outnumbers
my #UofL apparel. - sent 4/5
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BIG SCREEN TVs!
BEER SPECIALS!

College Heights Herald
College Heights Herald Sports

iPhone App

31 days until
Graduation!

@Oceane_D
After UK, it̓s Louisville
time to win the NCAA championship. Does it mean that
next year it will be WKU ?? I
think so! #GOTOPS #WKU
#MissIt -sent 4/7
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@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
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@jonwarren1
So I have wifi, but not electricity. That makes sense.
#WKU-sent 4/7

2450 NASHVILLE ROAD

Android App
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13 Art gallery props
18 Delightful spot
23 "Paper Moon"
Oscar winner Tatum
25 Many, informally
27 Change from vampire
to bat, say
29 Kwik-E-Mart owner
on "The Simpsons"
34 Extend an
invitation for
35 "I knew it!"
37 Thorn in one's side
39 Appears strikingly
on the horizon
40 Co. letterhead abbr.
41 Welcome summer
forecast

42 Noticeable
lipstick color
45 Come down
hard on
46 Filled pasta
47 Top-notch
48 Golden Slam
winner Graf
50 Said
52 Away from
the wind
54 Takes home
55 Punch bowl spoon
56 Over and done
60 Hard to see
64 French landmass
65 Acidity nos.

GO
TOPS!
Good luck to the
WKU baseball
team against
Louisville
tonight
at 6pm!

PROUD COOL RANCH
TO SUPPORT

WKU

DORITOS LOCOS TACOS

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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Taking
care of
Ginna

PHOTOS AND STORY BY
KREABLE YOUNG

Carol assists Ginna while preparing for bed. “It's just life; it's just what you have to do,” she said.
“You put one foot in front of the other and do your thing. Sometimes, I get a little overwhelmed
by her extra needs, because I know at age 19 she's supposed to be taking care of herself, and some
nights I don't feel like getting up and helping her take a shower, but she brings a lot of joy to our
lives, so that's what I have to think about.”

Ginna is assisted by Bowling Green sophomore Katherine Devine (left) and Lexington
freshman Margot Schenning (right) while planting lettuce seeds for her mother’s
promotional video that will help obtain land at WKU to open a garden for people with
special needs. If approved, the garden will provide a place for the mentally and physically
impaired to be employed. Ginna’s parents hope this will also provide their daughter with a
place of employment after high school.

When Ginna Greer was merely 2 weeks old, she suffered a
stroke that hit the back and right side of her brain. It caused her
to be weak all the way down her left side and also caused her to
lose her vision for roughly four months. She is officially diagnosed as developmentally delayed with a vision impairment.
Ginna now lives with her parents, Bill and Carol Greer, and
is working on completing her fifth year at Greenwood High
School. She takes classes, such as job training, to help her
learn how to cope with the workforce and life after high school.
Her parents and teachers hope to help her gain some independence, but they know that she will always need someone to rely
on.
Ginna, from Bowling Green, is also part of the Best Buddies
program, which is an organization at WKU that pairs people
diagnosed with down syndrome with college-aged students.
The program provides her with friends to be with outside of
her school and home.

Ginna runs the track during Special Olympics track practice. “Bill and
I say all the time that she has introduced us to a whole new world of
people,” Carol said. “I could have gone my whole life missing all of this,
and the silver lining is that she opened me up to a whole new world of
people I would have never met because I would have never been in the
right situations to meet them.”

VOTE ONLINE AT WKUHERALD.COM
Vote 8am today until 4:30pm April 9th
All students faculty and staff are eligible
Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center
1660 Normal Drive

Look for the winners in the “Best of the Hill”
College Heights Herald Special Section
on April 16th!
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Groups surrender ‘touches of a real home’
in order to raise homelessness awareness
MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

There were houses made of cardboard on the front steps of the old
courthouse in Bowling Green.
Mayfield junior Alex Sherfield said
the event, Shantytown, on Friday night
was about awareness.
“Basically, we’re building shanties
raising awareness for housing throughout the area,” Sherfield said. “Just basically using this…to bring the word out.”
Shantytown was put on by Habitat for
Humanity. Those who came downtown
and participated built houses out of
nothing more than cardboard and duct
tape. The purpose was to simulate for
one night what some who are homeless experience every night.
For Owensboro sophomore Audrey
Castlen, Shantytown was a chance to
put her own life into perspective.
“It definitely brings your heart into
it,” she said. “It makes you think about
what you have and what other people
don’t.”
Even though the houses on the old
courthouse steps were just made of
cardboard and duct tape, the builders
found ways of adding some touches of

home. Some fashioned chimneys and
drew bricks on them. One brought her
pillow.
As for how to get by on what was looking to be a warmer but still chilly night —
the modern conveniences and touches
of a real home would have to go.
“We’re gonna snuggle,” Castlen said
with a laugh.
Lexington sophomore Missy Graehler
helped organize the event.
“It’s so much more real and affects so
many more people than we realize,”
Graehler said.
There are a larger number of people
without quality housing locally than
many people realize, she said.
Shantytown also sought to bring attention to those living in substandard
housing.
It was one event in a week of activities organized by WKU’s Habitat for
Humanity campus chapter. Organizers
called it “Act! Speak! Build!” week.
Other events included tossing money
into a toilet in front of Helm Library
and a nail-driving contest.
In between building the cardboard
shanties, the organizers talked to the
builders about Habitat for Humanity.
Even though not everyone is affected

Shantytown participants finish contruction on their cardboard homes which they
slept in Friday night. Shantytown is part of Act! Speak! Build! week, a program by
Habitat for Humanity International to raise awareness for housing issues and how
Habitat can help these issues. SETH FISCHER/HERALD
directly by homelessness and substandard housing, the number of people indirectly affected is much greater.
“It’s affecting so many people that we
love,” Graehler said. “Maybe we don’t
know directly someone that doesn’t

have a home, but I guess substandard
housing is definitely a problem, even
within this community.”
To see video of Shantytown, watch
Mitchell's story tonight on Newschannel 12 Live at 6:00 p.m.

Language clubs to battle in ‘Olympics’
CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The French, German and Spanish language clubs will be duking
it out this Thursday at 12:30 p.m.
on the lawn beside the Fine Arts
Center for the Language Club
Olympics.
The three clubs are throwing
linguistics aside and contending
through a series of lighthearted
competitions, and Newcomerstown, Ohio senior Melanie Favire, president of the German Club,
will be participating in the event.
“Think of summer camp games
like egg tosses and a relay race,”
Favire said.

Favire said there will also be a
water balloon toss with a twist.
Language students have the
chance to throw a water balloon
at each club’s advisor, who also
teach the languages at WKU, she
said.
“Different advisors agreed to be
willing victims,” she said. “Anybody who has ever had to be a
foreign language major can come
out and take out their aggression.”
The Language Olympics are ultimately a fundraiser for the competing foreign language clubs, Favire said.
“Proceeds from this event will
be evenly divided between the
three clubs,” she said.

For the water balloon toss, it is
$2 per balloon and $5 per three
balloons to toss at the advisors.
While there won’t be prizes given away, Favire said there will be
something to gain from the competition. Part of the reason behind
the event is to “try to win bragging
rights for the language club,” she
said.
This is the first Language Club
Olympics, and Favire is hoping
to make it a tradition for years to
come.
“This is a great experiment, and
we’re hoping to do it again next
year,” Favire said. “It is also a way
to get students together to have
fun.”

Are you a WKU student with

computer issues?
Information Technology
ResNet - Student Computer Support
270-745-7000 - www.wku.edu/it/resnet
www.wku.edu/it/chat
www.facebook.com/WKUResNet
https://www.twitter.com/WKUResNet
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THE REEL

‘Evil Dead’ lacks the 1981 original’s humor
BEN CONNIFF
Columnist
In 1993, “Army of Darkness”
effectively ended the canon
of “The Evil Dead,” a trilogy of
horror-farce films from director Sam Raimi and B-movie
legend Bruce Campbell.
For more than 30 years, the
original “Evil Dead” has been a
cult classic for its black humor
and campy approach to cabin-

in-the-woods horror clichés.
In 2013, Raimi and Campbell
turned the franchise over to
younger hands to update it for
the YouTube generation.
This remake tells the story of
five 20-somethings who head
to a remote cabin to help one
of their group recover from a
drug addiction.
When they discover a “Book
of the Dead,” the friends unwittingly summon demonic
forces that take possession of
each of them until only one is
left to fight for survival.
It’s essentially the same
set-up as the 1981 classic, except here the story feels more
fleshed out than it was before.
David (Shiloh Fernandez) is

there for his sister, Mia (Jane
Levy), along with their other
friends (Jessica Lucas, Elizabeth Blackmore, Lou Taylor
Pucci) to support Mia during
her cold-turkey rehabilitation.
Tensions arise between David and Mia when they first reconnect, stemming from David’s neglect of his family in the
wake of their mother’s death.
This guilt weighs on David,
and it adds a nice dimension
of internal conflict that comes
out later in the film when he’s
taunted by the demon.
The other characters aren’t
quite as richly developed because their only purpose, aside
from supporting a friend, is to
be picked off by the demonic

WKUHERALD.com

presence living in the woods.
And speaking of demons in
the woods, it just wouldn’t be
“Evil Dead” without possessed
tree vines, people locked in the
cellar and over-the-top gore.
There’s plenty of that, but
this remake lacks the subversive sense of humor that the
original used in its approach to
the violence. Aside from one or
two gratuitous moments that
had me chuckling, there isn’t
much to laugh at here.
This 2013 “Evil Dead” feels
much more like the “torture
porn” found in movies like
“Saw” and less like a true “Evil
Dead” film.
None of the actors give performances worthy of holding

a candle to Bruce Campbell’s
Ash. His slapstick overacting
made the original “Evil Dead”
films gleefully, albeit darkly,
funny.
Overall, rookie director
Fede Alvarez’s update of “Evil
Dead” lacks the campy sense
of humor that made the original films cult classics, and for
that reason, I don’t think this
remake will ever achieve that
status.
But as a horror film, it boasts
a stronger story, plot twists,
deeper characters and more
genuine, pulse-pounding terror than its predecessors.
“Groovy,” sure, but maybe
not for all the reasons you’ve
come to expect.

Award-winning sound design
featured in theatre production
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

You can tell a lot about someone from
his or her cell phone.
The WKU Theatre Program’s latest
production, “Dead Man’s Cell Phone,”
conveys just how much can be revealed
by a cell phone — even if its owner is no
longer alive.
WKU alum Darron West won the
2012 Tony award for sound design and
is allowing WKU to use his work in the
show.
“I’m fascinated and curious how it’ll
work in a new production with a new
cast and new sense of direction,” West
said. “It’s a gift to be able to go back and
revisit it. It’s like going back and visiting
an old friend.”
For David Young, department head
of Theatre & Dance and director of the
show, the sound design is almost like
another character.
“The show takes place in multiple
locations, and the sound design helps
the audience know what each location
is and sets the tone for each scene,”
Young said. “People aren’t always aware
of that. They wouldn’t know how much
the sound design conveys until it’s taken away.”

Andrew Duff, the sound coordinator
for the show, said adapting West’s design from Broadway to Gordon Wilson’s
Lab Theatre is a unique opportunity.
“It’s really wonderful that he’s allowed us to use his design and it sounds
great,” Duff said.
Villa Hills senior Becca Trimbur who
plays Mrs. Gottlieb, hopes that audience members get invested with the
show.
“I’m hoping to make people laugh
and that they’ll enjoy the show and really be connected with us in it,” Trimbur said.
Nashville senior Tyler Brown who
plays Gordon Gottlieb, feels that the
show makes you appreciate your cell
phone but also a little scared of everything it holds.
“According to this show, you can find
out the entire life of someone from the
informational bits of someone’s cell
phone, even when they’re not alive,”
Brown said. “It’s very powerful. People
will say, ‘My cell phone is my life,’ and
there’s so much truth to that.”
Dead Man’s Cell Phone runs April 11
to April 16 and is recommended for
mature audiences. Tickets are $12 for
students and are available at wku.showare.com or by calling the box office at
745-3121.
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Remembering icon Roger Ebert’s life and influence
BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

I was very shocked and sad to hear
the news of Roger Ebert’s passing last
Thursday.
For those who don’t know, Ebert
served as a film critic for the Chicago
Sun-Times newspaper for 46 years and
coined the term “Two Thumbs Up”
along with his late colleague Gene Siskel.
In 2006, part of Ebert’s jaw was removed in response to cancers of the
thyroid and salivary gland. The operation rendered him speechless, but not
without a voice.
The Sun-Times announced his death

just two days after Ebert wrote his final
blog post titled “A Leave of Presence”
in which he revealed that cancer had
returned to his body and that he’d be
reducing the number of reviews he
wrote, while leaving the major stresses
of his daily endeavors to more capable
hands.
He discussed his intentions to focus
on oversight of the redesigned RogerEbert.com and his personal film festival
known as “Ebertfest.”
It wasn’t a secret that Ebert’s health
was failing, but he had already come
back once. And he wrote this final piece
with such hope that I couldn’t imagine
him passing away only two days later.
That’s what made his death so shocking to me.

But it’s the last lines of that final blog
entry that serve as a fitting epitaph for
Ebert’s life’s work.
“So on this day of reflection,” he
writes, “I say again, thank you for going
on this journey with me. I’ll see you at
the movies.”
I’ll see you at the movies. Could a
man like Roger Ebert have a more fitting send-off?
As a prolific writer and well-respected
critical voice in the industry, I’d expect
nothing more or less from him.
In the wake of my own endeavor as a
blogger and film critic for the Herald,
my parents got me Ebert’s memoir, titled “Life Itself,” for Christmas last year.
I started reading it on Thursday as a
way of paying my respects, and from

what I’ve gathered so far, Ebert’s is a
voice that’s humble, witty and emotional — qualities similar to many of
the best movies he reviewed over his
illustrious career.
I look forward to finishing the book
soon and taking away valuable life lessons as I continue my own critical endeavors.
Roger Ebert was an inspiration to everyone in the film and press industries,
and continues to be a shining example
for young critics and journalists of all
kinds to aspire toward.
Best wishes go out to his family and
colleagues at the Chicago Sun-Times
and around the country.

THE REMOTE

AMC's ‘Mad Men’ returns stronger than ever

RYAN PAIT
Columnist

Sunday’s season six premiere of “Mad
Men” opened with some grave words
from Dante Alighieri’s “The Inferno,”
delivered by none other than Don
Draper himself.
“Midway through our life’s journey I
went astray from the straight road and
awoke to find myself alone in a dark
wood.”
It may sound like pretty heady stuff,
but it’s par for the course for “Mad
Men,” one of Televisions’s finest and

deepest dramas.
Aired as a two-hour, supersized episode, the premiere, cleverly titled “The
Doorway,” was all about openings and
closings.
The premiere checked in with most of
the show’s sizable cast and even introduced a few new faces, although some
were scarcely seen and sorely missed
— I can always use more Joan (Christina Hendricks).
Don (Jon Hamm) and Megan (Jessica
Paré) take a Hawaiian vacation, where
Don ruminates on death, paradise and
hell.
And while Don and Megan seemed
happy on their trip, it’s obvious when
they return to New York that they’ve hit
some sort of a stall in their relationship.
A swift twist near the end of the episode more than confirms this.
It’s obvious from the premiere that
Don will have a lot of personal issues to
deal with this season, per usual.

Roger (John Slattery) is also working through some problems — a postpost-midlife crisis, if you will.
It’ll be interesting to see the parallels
between Don and Roger’s existential
journeys this season.
The former Mrs. Draper, Betty Francis (January Jones) also had a heavy
presence in the premiere, and she and
daughter Sally (Kiernan Shipka) are just
as sassy as ever.
Betty deals with Sally’s wayward
friend, which takes her on a journey
of self-discovery not dissimilar to Don
and Roger’s.
Much of the episode is mired in death
and afterlife imagery, but things are
much brighter for Peggy (Elisabeth
Moss), who we pick up with at her new
job at Cutler, Gleason, and Chaough.
No longer a copywriter, Peggy serves
as creative chief for CGC: basically,
she’s the new Don Draper. Unlike Don,
however, Peggy seems to have most of

her issues figured out.
She deals with a public relations crisis
much like the old Don would have, but
without the self-destructive behavior.
In two hours completely steeped in
morbidity and crisis, it was nice to see
one character have it all together.
The rest of the premiere was as sharp
as ever: “Mad Men” is one of the bestlooking shows on TV, and it has a supremely talented cast.
There was some obvious strain from
the two-hour running time. I can’t
think of a show currently on TV that
would benefit from a supersized premiere, and “Mad Men” is no exception.
Inevitable pacing issues aside, “The
Doorway” served as a solid, if not particularly cheery return for “Mad Men.”
I’m sure the best is yet to come, and
I’m absolutely looking forward to journeying further into the inferno.

‘Stoker’ is a vampy, chilling, thrilling delight
RYAN PAIT
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

If Steven Soderbergh’s “Side
Effects” was a smudgy love letter to Alfred Hitchcock, Park
Chan-wook’s “Stoker” is an immaculate sonnet.
What Park gives his audience
is a first-rate thriller of which
Hitchcock would be proud.
There are the quintessential Hitchcockian elements:
a mysterious death, an even
more mysterious uncle, and a
mother and daughter on pins
and needles with each other.
Said mysterious uncle is
Charlie (Matthew Goode),

who shows up for his brother
Richard Stoker's (Dermot Mulroney) funeral.
Richard’s widow Evelyn (Nicole Kidman) and his daughter India (Mia Wasikowska) are
quite surprised. Charlie has
been “abroad” for the majority of his life. Evelyn and India
haven’t met him before.
Charlie worms his way into
Evelyn and India’s frosty home
life, delighting the mother and
annoying the daughter. India
and her father were close, and
Charlie seems to be moving in,
in more ways than one.
As tensions begin to run high
in the Stoker household, another mysterious relative ar-

rives: great-aunt Gwendolyn
(Jacki Weaver), also known
as Aunty Gin. Evelyn and Gin
have an even chillier relationship than she and India have
— this movie might as well
take place in an ice castle.
Aunt Gin has some essential
information to relay, but true
to Hitchcock fashion, she may
be too late.
Without ruining the movie’s
best surprises. I will say this:
the Hitchcockian twists and
turns here are much better
than they were in Soderbergh’s
“Side Effects.”
This was my first Park feature, but it quickly became obvious to me that he’s an excel-

lent visual storyteller.
Park also makes some nice
nods to Hitchcock’s work
through his imagery. Take
Aunty Gin’s hairstyle, extremely reminiscent of Kim Novak’s
in “Vertigo.” India has a passion for hunting animals that
her father stuffed for her —
Hitchcock fans can more than
put that one together.
Wasikowska is a delight as India, effectively toeing the line
between positively prim and
fiendishly ferocious.
Wasikowska is one of the
most promising up-and-coming talents in the industry, and
her performance here is proof
of that as she holds her own

against more seasoned actors.
Kidman and Goode are also
good in their roles, with Kidman playing an ice queen (surprise!) and Goode being the
perfect mix of amiability and
malignancy. Weaver is a treat
in her small role, too.
The film’s greatest weakness
is its screenplay. There are a
few clunks, but they’re not
Park’s fault, and he more than
pulls his weight by covering up
any weaknesses in the screenplay.
I think it’s safe to say that
Hitchcock would approve of
Park’s work here.
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BEER SPECIALS!

PROUD COOL RANCH
TO SUPPORT
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2013 Job Fair!

DORITOS LOCOS TACOS

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
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BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass

2013 Job Fair!

At the Lake Cumberland State Resort Park – ACTIVITY CENTER – MEETING ROOM B
Thurs. April 11th & Fri. April 12th - Noon to 5:00pm CT
Sat. April 13th - 10:00am to 2:00pm CT

Location: Fishtales, the Wolf Creek Marina Restaurant
Thurs. April 11th & Fri. April 12th – Noon to 5PM ET
Sat. April 13h – 10AM to 2PM ET

Dock Operations – Bell Hop, Valet Parking, Shuttle Bus Driver, Fuel Pier
Reservations
General Maintenance – Electrician, Carpentry, Welding, Plumbing
Ship’s Store Cashier
Housekeeping – Full-time and Part-time positions
Tool Room Attendant
Mechanic Assistant & Oil Changer
Security
Rental Center

Dock Operations – Bell Hop, Valet Parking, Shuttle Bus Driver, Fuel Pier
General Maintenance – Electrician, Carpentry, Welding, Plumbing
Fishtales’ Kitchen Staff
Ship’s Store Cashier
Fishtales’ Wait Staff
Security

MARINA WEBSITE: WWW.STATEDOCK.COM - (270)343-6000

MARINA WEBSITE: WWW.WOLFCREEKMARINA.COM - (270)866-3634
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Statewide manufacturing alliance announced at WKU

A new alliance that will allow manufacturers in Kentucky to grow in size
and efficiency by giving them access to
statewide development resources was
recently announced at WKU. It also
focuses on coaching, training, identifying and implementing ways to grow
and become more competitive in the
manufacturing field.
The Advantage Kentucky Alliance, a
statewide NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership, will consist of university, state, federal and professional
partners.
President Gary Ransdell; Ron Bunch,
president of the Bowling Green Area
Chamber of Commerce; Scott Broughton, director of the Advantage Kentucky
Alliance Manufacturing Extension
Partnership and Ken Carroll, president
of the Foundation for Kentucky Industry, all spoke at the announcement last
Friday, welcoming the new alliance
and theorizing its future potential.
Broughton’s headquarters are located
at the WKU Center for Research and
Development. According to him, this

alliance is the largest in the state.
sectors of Kentucky,” Ransdell said.
Their five key areas are business
The university portion of this alliance
growth services, supplier development will consist of WKU, Murray State Uniservices, continuous improvement ser- versity, Owensboro Community and
vices, technology acceleration and ad- Technical College, Eastern Kentucky
vanced manufacturing and workforce University, Morehead State University,
solutions.
Northern Ken“It is my extucky University
from the very
treme pleasure
and the Univerbeginning, this
to introduce the
sity of Louisville
alliance across
Speed School
team has pulled
the state, bringof Engineering.
in that whole
ing the best of
Project managfederal,
state
ers for this alliconcept of
and
private
ance will be locollaboration.
cated statewide,
partnerships
starting
with
and alliances for
one at each unithe betterment
versity involved.
of
Kentucky
— Ron Bunch
WKU will foManufacturBowling Green Area Chamber cus
on client
ing,” Broughton
of Commerce president
services for Insaid.
novation
EnAll resources
are being used to bring this alliance to gineering Management Systems and
all manufacturers, regardless of their other strategies to help manufacturers
expand and grow.
county, region or city.
“Universities first and foremost have
“It’s really important that our universities be engaged in the economies that to worry about economic developwe not only help create, but we sustain ment; the time has long since passed
and nurture and drive across all the when the primary mission was just to

“

“

KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

educate students,” Ransdell said.
The mission of the Advantage Kentucky Alliance is to help their clients
and manufacturers grow through innovation, which they hope to achieve
through their five key areas.
The goal of the alliance is to create
better, competitive business manufacturers across the board, in supplying,
distributing and manufacturing to create a better company and a better Kentucky.
“From the very beginning, this team
has pulled in that whole concept of collaboration,” Bunch said.
Bunch also serves on the Board of
Directors for the Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce and Kentucky Association
for Economic Development.
Carroll also spoke highly of the alliance, stating his company’s excitement
to work with this alliance and collaboration.
“We’re in a race for advanced manufacturing jobs,” Carroll said. “My humble opinion, we’ve got about five years
for Kentucky to secure its share of those
jobs. We’ve got to have the ability to do
it, and this is another major step in that
direction.”

Initiative encourages high school students to continue education
JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU hosted a campaign
designed to raise awareness
about high school dropout
rates, “American Graduate:
Let’s Make It Happen,” last
weekend.
The public media initiative,
made possible by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, was brought to WKU by a
partnership between the WKU
Public Broadcasting and the
Educational Talent Search.
Students are recruited to be
a part of the program through

an application process in the
eighth grade, and continue to
be a part of the program until
they graduate high school.
Barbara Deeb, producer and
host on WKYU-PBS, said PBS
is pushing the program hard
for students to know education is the key.
“We were in the second
batch; they handed out a
bunch of these grants,” she
said. “They had $15 million to
disperse, so we got in on the
second round of this opportunity.”
Deeb said dropout rates are
lower in this area.

“We are way below the national average in drop out
rates, and I don’t know how
you feel about it, but one drop
out is too many,” Deeb said.
Through a partnership with
Darlene Taylor, director of the
ETS, they developed a youth
media training exercise, where
the high school students are
paired with WKU students as
mentors.
“The students were trained
on how to use video equipment, audio, lighting, the art
and skill of interviewing and
asking questions, and telling a
story,” Taylor said.

Students interviewed each
other and recorded video diaries on the importance of high
school and why they chose to
graduate. The video diaries will
air on WKU’s public channel.
One of the students, Raymond Smith, a senior at Warren Central, said in his video he
wanted to graduate because
his sister dropped out.
Smith said he plans to major
in broadcasting here at WKU,
and that this exercise gave him
valuable experience.
“It’s given me a better feel for
the subject, and I want to do
much more,” he said.

Smith also said that he thinks
the program and mentors are
helpful.
“They’re there to motivate
you and give you the experience you need,” he said.
Louisville senior Jasmine
Taylor was a mentor during
the exercise.
She said it was good to see
all the high school students
becoming so motivated about
continuing their education.
“It’s really cool to know that
they really do care about education to come in on a Saturday morning,” she said.

Board of Regents approves SGA’s
teaching assistant evaluation policy
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association announced at its meeting on April 9 that the Board of
Regents approved the resolution
that will implement teaching assistant evaluations.
President Gary Ransdell said
the Board of Regents approved
this at its committee meeting on
on March 29 in a unanimous decision. Next, it will go to the full
board for approval at the meeting
on April 26.
Ransdell said he recommended
the approval of the policy.
“I think it’s fine, particularly
since the students and the faculty
are in agreement, which both were
important before that could go to
the Board of Regents, so we really
didn’t get a lot of discussion at the
board meeting because the board
is happy to approve something
that both students and faculty are
in agreement with,” he said.

The teaching assistant evaluations policy will require the departments to offer a way for students to evaluate their teaching
assistants in their classrooms.
Ransdell doesn’t anticipate
much discussion about the resolution at the full board meeting,
since it is something that the faculty and students have responded
well to.
SGA President Cory Dodds said
the teaching assistant evaluations
will be implemented in the fall
2013 semester.
“It’s really up to the departments
on how they implement them,”
Dodds said.
Dodds feels that the new policy
will go over very well with the student body.
“It gives students an avenue to
give feedback and helps teaching
assistants grow as instructors,”
Dodds said.
Dodds was one of the main
campaigners for the teaching assistant evaluations and a writer of

the policy as well.
“I’m very glad we could ally
with the faculty to implement it,”
Dodds said.
Cain Alvey, administrative vice
president of SGA, worked closely
with Dodds on the policy and
contributed to the writing the resolution as well.
“It’s a great way for students to
express their opinions,” Alvey
said.
Alvey said he believes the evaluations will help students in the
learning process and teaching assistants with measuring how well
they are conveying information to
their students.
“I think the student teaching
evaluations are an extremely good
initiative because it gauges how
well the students are learning,”
Alvey said.
Alvey said the teaching assistant
evaluations will be done twice a
semester, once around the time
of midterms and a second time at
the end of the semester.
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TRACK AND FIELD

Football notebook: Toppers
take part in first scrimmage

Progress in Florida Relays
impresses Coach Jenkins

ELLIOT PRATT

Three WKU throwers — senior
Houston Croney, sophomore Travis
Gerding and sophomore Zach MiThe majority of the WKU track and chaud — all surpassed the 170-foot
field program set out to Gainsville, marker in the hammer throw, finishFla. this past weekend for the nation- ing 12th, 13th and 14th, respectively.
ally prominent Florida Relays.
Senior Sharika Smith leaped 19Coach Erik Jenkins brought his feet-4 ¼ inches in the long jump in
squads down to his native state to an effort that earned her ninth place.
a meet that featured a combined
Sophomore Karleigh Parker pole
13 nationally-ranked programs be- vaulted her way to sixth place with
tween the male and female teams.
a vault of 12-feet- 9 ½ inches. This
“We did well, but we still have a lot broke her old record that she set
of work to do,”
at Vanderbilt’s
Jenkins
said.
Black and Gold
“Obviously, it’s
Invitational two
still very early in
weeks ago by an
the outdoor seainch and a half.
son, but we are
Junior thrower
at a good place
Satrina Oliveira
in our training to
ended the weekperform well in
end with a six
the future.”
place finish in
The Toppers’
the discus with
trip was higha heave of 150lighted by freshfeet-5 inches, a
man
Tomas
throw that ranks
Guerra,
who
third in the Sun
Coach
earned runnerBelt.
up honors in the
Freshman
javelin throw with a toss of 223-feet-2 Lindsey Hinken placed 13th in
inches.
the 5,000-meter run with a time of
The feat didn’t equal his throw at 17:36.47. Her time ranks fourth in
Vanderbilt of 225-feet-7 inches, a the Sun Belt.
mark that leads the Sun Belt ConferJumper Ana Camargo earned runence by a staggering 31 feet.
ner-up honors at the Bellarmine In“Tomas is a student-athlete with vitational in Louisville in the triple
tremendous upsides,” Jenkins said. jump with a leap of 39-feet-11 ½
“He works hard, and he listens well. inches.
I expect him to continue to find sucSophomore Maikea Davis also percess as long as he continues to work.” formed well in Louisville, running
Sophomore Kamohelo Mangoe- her best time of 24.57 in the 200-mejane set a personal record in the ter dash, a mark ranking among the
400-meter hurdles with a time of top five in the Sun Belt.
52.79 seconds, good for a No. 19 fin“This weekend we had individuals
ish and moving him into fourth place who performed very well,” Jenkins
in the Sun Belt.
said. “We look forward to a successSophomore Cyrus Johnson and ju- ful rest of the season.”
nior Derrick Hill finished 11th and
The WKU track and field teams re12th, respectively, in the jump events. turn to action next Saturday at home,
Johnson cleared 6-feet-9 inches, as the school will host the Hilltopper
while Hill was just 2 inches behind.
Relays.

it will take time before the offense performs at the level expected.
“It’s a work in progress,” Brohm said.
“I think our guys fought hard and battled for the most part. We had some
moments where we definitely didn’t
perform up to standard.
“We have to find ways to create big
plays, find playmakers and see
who they are and find ways to
get them the ball, because that
helps you score points. That’s
definitely a work in progress.”

Fans got a small preview of the early
progress the WKU football team has
made three weeks into spring practice
with the first full scrimmage held at
Smith Stadium on Saturday.
The players are still adjusting to a new playbook under
Bobby Petrino, but the coach
said Saturday was a time to
evaluate the fundamentals
of each player rather than review their schemes.
Tight ends reeling in catches
“I want to evaluate the players and see how they do their
WKU’s leading receiver last
technique, how they run to
year, Jack Doyle, is graduating
the ball, how they block peowith hopes of a chance in the
ple and get off their blocks,”
NFL. The next tight end that
BROHM
Petrino said. “It’s really a time
followed Doyle hauled in only
Offensive
to evaluate the team.”
13 passes.
coordinator
The Toppers are past the
That was Mitchell Henry,
halfway point in the spring
who along with fellow tight
football season, and the offense is al- end Tyler Higbee, highlighted the reready taking shape to the new high- ceiving core with 11 catches for 203
powered system.
yards and four touchdowns. Higbee
led all receivers with 11 catches for 139
Quarterbacks air it out in scrimmage
yards and three scores.
Henry said after the scrimmage that
The quarterback battle between ju- there was evidence of a hope for the ofnior Brandon Doughty, redshirt sopho- fense to potentially be explosive.
more James Mauro and redshirt sopho“Compared to what we did last year,
more Damarcus Smith was the point the offense is, I think already, 10 times
of focus for many watching the scrim- better,” Henry said. “Just making plays
mage. The trio combined to throw down the field at every position — tight
eight touchdown passes, with Doughty ends, wide receivers, running backs —
heading the group with four.
everybody is just stepping up and makMauro led the air attack with 279 ing plays.”
yards on 15-of-26 completions and
three scores. Doughty followed with
Early injuries mar practice
214 yards on 21-of-34 attempts. Smith,
who could provide a dual-threat presWKU had two key defensive starters
ence from behind center, finished the go down with injuries during the scrimscrimmage with 159 yards through the mage.
air and 36 rushing yards.
Senior linebacker Andrew Jackson left
The defense had their way with the early with a left ankle injury and senior
passers on two occasions with junior defensive back Kiante’ Young injured
defensive back Cam Thomas and soph- his wrist. Both players were taken to
omore linebacker Zane Ramey each the locker room and did not return to
collecting a pick-six.
practice.
Offensive coordinator Jeff Brohm said
Both are listed as day-to-day.

JONAH PHILLIPS

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

“

...We are at a
good place in
our training
to perform
well in the
future.

“

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

— Erik Jenkins
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Junior quarterback Brandon Doughty runs during spring practice on Saturday. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

can help me with is good.”
Practice with Petrino is more
business-like than the laid
back style of former coach Willie Taggart. Brandon Doughty
said Petrino’s system requires
much more concentration
from everyone, but especially
the quarterbacks.
“Petrino
has
different
schemes and stuff,” Doughty
said. “Learning a new offense
is hard. It’s hard work. You

have to get in there and do extra stuff and do extra time. But
the transition’s been all right,
it’s going good.”
Damarcus Smith will finally
have a chance to catch some
playing time on the field after sitting out last year due to
his transferring from Central
Florida.
He is no stranger to the Commonwealth, however. Smith
was a four-star recruit out
of Louisville’s Seneca High
School in 2011 and had committed to Louisville before
heading to Central Florida.
Smith said it’s taken a lot for

SPORTS BRIEF: ANYIGBO
ARRESTED OVER WEEKEND
Kene Anyigbo, a junior forward for the WKU basketball
team and defensive end for the football team, was arrested early Sunday morning in Warren County.
Anyigbo was charged with possession of marijuana,
tampering with physical evidence and failure to illuminate head lamps. His initial bond was set at $2000. He was
released Monday.
Anyigbo was a key reserve for the WKU basketball team
in its recent run to the NCAA Tournament and recently
joined the football team as a defensive end. He had participated in two spring football practices so far, including
Saturday's scrimmage.
“We are aware of the charges. We are gathering more
information and are handling the matter internally as it
relates to WKU Athletics,” Athletics Director Todd Stewart
said in a statement about the incident.
—Herald Staff

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
senior pitcher Tim Bado. The Tops tied the game the very
next inning with two runs of their own and then took the
lead in the eighth 3-2.
The bottom of the eighth proved to be the difference,
however, when ASU plated three runs to win the game
5-3.
Sophomore pitcher Austin Clay was credited with the
loss on Sunday, pitching .2 innings and allowing three hits
and three runs.
WKU will be back in action Tuesday against Louisville at
6 p.m. at the Bowling Green Ball Park.
The Cardinals are 25-6 overall this season and are currently ranked No. 9 in the nation. They are led by junior
Ty Young, who has knocked in 34 runs this season on .376
hitting.
The game will be Cancer Awareness night and WKU will
wear pink jerseys. Any cancer survivor will receive a free
ticket to the game as well as a free t-shirt.

follow @wkuheraldsports
for live tweeting and
Topper sports coverage

him to get back to his old ways
on the field after sitting out for
an entire year.
“I’ve been away from the
game, so I have to try a little
harder,” Smith said. “Everybody else has had experience
at this. At the same time it’s
also been a positive for me and
keeps me motivated. Being
able to have this opportunity
again, I know I have to go out
and get better.”
Smith, just like his cohorts,
is learning a new system, but
says it’s great to have veterans
on the field that can help him.
“I get to listen to them every

day, and they teach me little
things,” Smith said. “As a player
and as a quarterback, you can
still learn a lot from the players, rather than the coaches,
just because they actually have
that game experience of being
in the game.”
Offensive coordinator Jeff
Brohm specializes in working
with quarterbacks and previously held the same title under Petrino at Louisville from
2003-06.
In the scrimmage on Saturday, Doughty and Mauro each
threw a pick-six. Brohm said
the biggest thing for the guys

to work on is making smart decisions quickly.
“At times we made plays,”
Brohm said. “I think the key
is we have to find ways to take
care of the ball, not throw it to
the other team. And we have
to also find ways to get completions and move the chains.”
“We also want to analyze
them when they’re throwing
routes, the accuracy, their precision, the technique, the fundamentals they have, the leadership skills — all those things
factor in to it, and we’re going
to continue to evaluate.”

REVIEW

said. “So anything I need to improve on that he
can help me with is good.”
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
The on-field quarterbacking results haven’t
been perfect.
Doughty seems to have grasped the offense
Plummer, Mark Brunell and Jason Campbell all but is still missing some throws. Mauro has
spent at least a year being coached by Petrino.
looked uncomfortable at times. Smith has a
Brohm, alongside Petrino, helped develop cannon arm but has had trouble making some
younger brother Brian Brohm into a record- completions underneath.
setting quarterback at U of L. He also coached
Honestly, that’s all OK.
fellow Cardinal Stefan LeFors and Illinois QB
If they’re still struggling during the fall, then it
Nathan Scheelhaase to
would be a concern.
career years.
But expecting total perSo when Smith made
fection from the trio this
the
coaching
comspring, its first under a
ment, he likely meant
brand new coaching staff
no offense to his former
and offensive system, is
coaches at Seneca High
unrealistic.
School or to last year’s
The goal this spring
WKU coaching staff, who
is getting the three as
he worked with a short
many reps as possible
time last spring before
so they can all familiarSophomore quarterback
being declared ineligible
ize themselves with the
to play.
new staff’s system and
He was just expressing the thought that he, be ready for the fall.
Doughty and Mauro are getting the kind of
It’s more about Doughty, Mauro and Smith
coaching most of his peers across college foot- pursuing perfection rather than achieving it.
ball aren’t receiving.
“We’re making strides in the right direction evAnyone that’s been to one of WKU’s nine spring ery day,” Doughty said, the veteran of the group.
practices thus far knows that coaching is hands- “We’re just trying to get better and learn this ofon (in a good way, not a Mike Rice way).
fense and perfect the offense, not just learn it.
Brohm is a perfectionist, getting on quarter- Things are going good.”
backs for everything from botched handoffs to
Brohm and Petrino’s coaching is tough, but
wrong cadence calls.
their methods have been proven over the past
Petrino is just as involved, “critiquing every- decade.
thing,” according to Mauro. The sophomore
WKU’s quarterbacks are getting a monthlong
Texan added that’s not a bad thing.
crash course in those methods this spring.
“I want to be the best player I can be,” Mauro
Expect this process to result in success this fall.

“

“

QUARTERBACK

I want to
be the best
player i can be.
— James Mauro

SOFTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

game, WKU managed to score just one run and
lost 3-1.
Senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski (5-6) started in
the circle for the Lady Toppers and gave up three
hits in 2.2 innings of play. Rousseau came in to
finish the game for WKU and gave up just two
hits in 3.1 innings.
Sulaski and senior catcher Kellie Quarles allotted the three hits for WKU and senior catcher
Karavin Dew scored the only run for the Lady
Toppers.
Two of the three total hits came in the top of
the third inning as the Lady Toppers loaded the
bases after sophomore infielder Preslie Cruce
was hit by a pitch. WKU was unable to capitalize
despite only one out.
Texas then took a 3-0 lead in the bottom of the
inning after loading the bases. The Longhorns

scored on two walks and a fielding error by WKU.
Dew scored on an error in the fifth inning to
make the final score 3-1.
WKU drops to 4-8 versus ranked opponents
this season, with all four wins coming in Sun Belt
series victories.
The Lady Toppers play at home this Wednesday as they host a doubleheader with Samford.
The first game is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. at the
WKU Softball Complex.
WKU is 6-4 all-time against Samford (11-22)
and 1-1 at home dating back to 2011.
WKU then welcomes Louisiana-Monroe for a
weekend series as they try to earn back the top
spot in the Sun Belt standings. The Saturday
doubleheader starts at 1:00 p.m. and the series
concludes on Sunday at noon.
ULM (16-20, 3-8 SBC) currently sits in the
eighth spot in the Sun Belt standings. WKU fell to
second place in the standings after No. 23 South
Alabama won three games against Middle Tennessee this past weekend.
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sports
UPON FURTHER REVIEW

QB’s enrolled in
Brohm, Petrino
passing school

changes
at the top

BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Damarcus Smith made an interesting comment Friday after practice.
The sophomore quarterback and his two signal-calling colleagues, Brandon Doughty and
James Mauro, were sharing their thoughts on
the first few weeks of spring practice, WKU’s
first under Bobby Petrino.
“It’s the first time in my
life,” Smith said, “I’ve had
some real coaching like
this.”
The Topper quarterbacks
have received all sorts
of coaching over the last
month. The tutelage has
come from two of the best
in the business, Petrino
STEPHENS
and Assistant Head Coach
Sports Guy
Jeff Brohm.
Both are former quarterbacks themselves — Petrino at NAIA Carroll
College in the early 1980s and Brohm with
Louisville and five NFL teams in the 1990s.
The pair parlayed that experience into successful careers primarily spent coaching quarterbacks.
Current or former NFL starters like Jake
SEE REVIEW PAGE 12

SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers look
to right ship after
losses to No. 8 Texas
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU (20-13, 9-3 Sun Belt Conference)
dropped two games to No. 8 Texas in Austin,
Texas over the weekend.
The Longhorns are the sixth ranked team
WKU has been matched up with this season.
The Lady Toppers’ last win against a top-10
team was in 2011.
The Lady Toppers couldn’t muster a hit in the
first contest as Texas pitcher Blaire Luna (19-1)
nearly threw a perfect game.
Junior pitcher Emily Rousseau (11-5) pitched
the majority of the outing and allowed nine
hits and three earned runs without walking a
batter. Sophomore pitcher Janna Scheff came
in to relieve Rousseau and allowed just one hit
in one inning.
Texas recorded a grand slam in the bottom
of the sixth inning to give the Longhorns a 4-0
victory.
Despite tallying three hits in the second
SEE SOFTBALL PAGE 12

Left to right: sophomore quarterback Damarcus Smith, junior quarterback Brandon Doughty, sophomore quarterback
James Mauro all look to replace graduated senior Kawuan Jakes as the starting quarterback for the Toppers next year.
KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

Starting quarterback job
is wide open this spring
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The quarterback is a coveted position
to own in a Bobby Petrino offense. The
coach is known for developing quarterbacks that can fire the ball up and down
the field efficiently.
With last season’s quarterback Kawaun
Jakes already graduated, that leaves
three quarterbacks on the roster to compete for the starting job next fall.
Two of them — junior Brandon Doughty and redshirt sophomore James Mauro
— combined to throw 21 passes during
2012, while redshirt sophomore Damarcus Smith is in his first year with WKU.
Smith, Mauro and Doughty are in a
three-way battle for the top position on
the offense.
Coach Petrino said the job was wide
open when he arrived at WKU, and that
he is in no hurry to make a decision.
“The one thing that I want to make
sure is we don’t make any decisions until
we have to,” Petrino said. “We keep giving them reps and see who is going to
continue to get better. If you cut somebody’s reps, the other one gets better and
he gets worse, and there’s a huge separation.”
Of those three quarterbacks, Mauro

saw the most snaps as Jakes’ backup.
Mauro helped lead WKU from a 13-0
halftime deficit at Arkansas State to
come back with 104 yards passing and
two scores as the Toppers scored 26
unanswered points to defeat the Red
Wolves on Sept. 29.
Doughty saw action late in games last
year versus Austin Peay and Southern
Mississippi.
Petrino said he had a chance to evaluate the two veterans while the team was
nearing the season’s end.
“I did get to watch Doughty and Mauro
practice in a couple of the practices before the bowl game,” Petrino said. “I did
get a chance to go back and watch last
year and the second half of the Arkansas State game, and (Mauro) did a really
nice job executing and making a couple
throws for big plays and touchdowns.”
“But it is just completely wide open,
and they have a little different strengths
and different weaknesses.”
Mauro said the addition of Petrino as
coach adds pressure to the quarterbacks
to perform well early in camp.
“(Petrino) is around us a lot,” Mauro
said. “He’s critiquing everything, which
I want to be the best player I can be, so
anything I need to improve on that he
SEE QUARTERBACK PAGE 12

Toppers drop first SBC series of season
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

For the first time this season,
the WKU baseball team dropped
a Sun Belt conference series over
the weekend.
The Toppers had a rare off-series, going 2-1 in three games at
Arkansas State.
WKU (17-15, 8-4 Sun Belt Conference) sent ace Tanner Perkins
to the mound for game one of
the series against ASU (19-14, 6-6
SBC) on Friday and for the first
time this season, Perkins lost a
start (2-1).
For just the second time this
season, WKU was blanked, falling
to the Red Wolves 6-0. ASU scored
a run in the third inning and then
tallied five runs in the seventh.
In all, Perkins pitched 6.1 innings and allowed eight hits in the
first game of the series.

WKU wasted no time striking on
Saturday though, plating one run
in the first inning off an RBI single
by senior catcher Devin Kelly.
The team scored another run in
the sixth and two in the eighth to
defeat ASU 4-2 and tie the series
1-1.
Junior pitcher Andrew Edwards,
who pitched a complete game
shutout last weekend against
Louisiana-Lafayette, earned the
win on Saturday with senior Taylor Haydel getting the save, his
fourth of the year.
The Toppers were led by senior
Ryan Huck, who had three hits,
while Kelly and senior Blake Crabtree each tallied two on the day.
On Sunday, neither team was
able to break through and plate
a run until the sixth inning when
the Red Wolves scored two off of
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 12

Senior infielder Ryan Huck catches an attempted pick-off during WKU's game against
Austin Peay on Wednesday. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

